
We invite you to join us in our work to end homelessness in Massachusetts.
For more information, contact MHSA at:

Massachusetts Housing 
and Shelter Alliance 

PO Box 120070
Boston, Massachusetts 02112

Phone: 617-367-6447
Fax: 617-367-5709

www.mhsa.net

Let me give you a word of  the philosophy of reform.  Th e whole history of 
the progress of  human liberty shows that all concessions yet made to her 

august claims, have been born of earnest struggle.

 If there  is no strugg le, there  is no pr ogre ss .
Th ose who profess to favor freedom and yet deprecate agitation, are men 
who want crops without plowing up the ground. Th ey want rain without 
thunder and lightning. Th ey want the ocean without the awful roar of its 

many waters. Th is struggle may be a moral one, or it may be a physical one, 
and it may be both moral and physical, but it must be a struggle.  Power 

concedes nothing without a demand.  It never did and it never will. 

Speech by Frederick Douglass, 1857.

Th e National Center of  Afr o-American Artists pr esents its 
40th Season of  Langston Hughes’ Gospe l Song Play

Friday, Decembe r 4, 2009
8:00 p.m.

Tremont Temple, Boston
Th is evening’s pe rformance is benefi tting th e 

Mass achusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance

Black Nativity
Wasn’t that a mighty day!

Homelessness will end. 
And won’t that be a “mighty day”?  
As Langston Hughes reminds us:

Th ere are the inactive ones who by their inaction,
Aid in the breaking of your dreams. 

Th ere are the ones who burn to help you
but do not know how.

Portrait of Langston Hughes
“A Wind in the Attic” by Winold Reiss



Welcome to the 40th annual production of 

Black Nativity 
one of Boston’s most anticipated family Christmas experiences. Each year, this performance is 

recognized as the National Center of Afro-American Artists’ holiday gift  to New England. 

Since 1996, this performance has benefi ted our homeless neighbors across Massachusetts 
through the works of the Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance (MHSA). 

Th e cast is made up of professional singers, dancers, dramatic readers and talented amateur 
performers, community dignitaries and children from a diverse range of backgrounds and 

experiences.

MHSA would like to thank Black Nativity and our generous sponsors.

MHSA has one objective, one goal and one mission: 

the abolition of  homeless ness .
With more than 90 member organizations across the Commonwealth, the antidotes to 

homelessness are made real through housing, employment and services. 

Th rough its advocacy on Beacon Hill and Capitol Hill, MHSA seeks to win the political will 
and build partnerships needed to carry out its mission. Beyond rhetoric, MHSA seeks resources 

to end the social disgrace of homelessness.
 

Again, we thank you for your support.

For the thirteenth year, MHSA is honored to join with Black 
Nativity  to remember the message of the homeless child.  

Th e Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance exists to abolish 

homelessness. Taking its place in the great story of freedom and justice, 

MHSA fi nds its roots and ancestry in this subject of Langston Hughes’ 

Black Nativity and in the social agitation of the abolitionists 

of the 19th century. 

Inspired by the stamina of Frederick Douglass, William Lloyd 

Garrison, Harriet Tubman, John Brown, Phyllis Wheatley, and 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, MHSA seeks to end the homelessness of our 

poorest neighbors.

Supporting tonight’s benefi t continues our traditional partnership 

with the Black Nativity cast in the very auditorium 

where Frederick Douglass and other abolitionists denounced 

slavery. We are glad you can be here as a part of our alliance to end 

homelessness. 2009

Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance
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Wise Pers ons
Children’s Services of Roxbury  and 
United Homes Shelter wish the MHSA staff  
and members a Blessed Christmas

 
 

 
 

For more information on our programs and services, visit 
our website at www.csrox.org
Serving the beloved community with dignity, respect,  
compassion, humility, integrity, patience, and excellence.
Children’s Services of Roxbury, Inc. 
520 Dudley Street, Roxbury, MA 02119
617-445-6655

CSR is a community–based, social service agency with
offices and programs throughout the state. We strive to 
provide high quality services to economically 
disadvantaged children, youth, families and individuals, 
thereby promoting and strengthening family life and 
individual growth.

www.wainwrightbank.com

“After love, help is the most beautiful verb in the world.”
Bertha Von Sutton     

We are honored to support the efforts of the
Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance.

MHSA Member Organizations
BOSTON 

ABCD Housing 
Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program 

Boston Public Health Commission 
Boston Rescue Mission 

Boston YWCA 
Bridge Over Troubled Waters

Cardinal Medeiros Center 
Commonwealth Land Trust

Community Resources for Justice 
Community Work Services 

Children’s Services of  Roxbury 
Elders Living at Home Program 

Hearth, Inc. 
HomeStart 
hopeFound 

New England Center for Homeless Veterans 
Metropolitan Boston Housing Partnership 

Pine Street Inn 
Project Place 
Project Bread 

Self  Esteem Boston Educational Institute 
St. Francis House 

Salvation Army, Statewide 
Span, Inc. 

Starlight Ministries 
STEP, Boston 

Travelers Aid Society 
Tri-Ad Veterans League

Veterans Industry Transitional Residences Program 
Victory Programs 

Women’s Lunch Place 

CENTRAL 
Athol Area YMCA 

AIDS Project Worcester 
Community Healthlink 

Jeremiah’s Inn 
Luk Crisis Center 

Massachusetts Veterans Shelter 
Our Father’s House 

South Middlesex Opportunity Council 

SOUTHEAST/CAPE COD 
Community Care Services 

Duffy Health Center 
High Point Treatment Center 

Housing Assistance Corporation 
Market Ministries 

Veterans Transitions House
Nam Vets Association of  the Cape & Islands

WEST 
Berkshire Community Action Council

Friends of  the Homeless
Greater Westfi eld Committee for the Homeless 

Health Care for the Homeless Program  
– Mercy Hospital, Springfi eld

Massachusetts Career Development Institute 
Mental Health Association, Inc. 

Open Pantry Community Services 
Service Net 
Soldier On 

Western Massachusetts Sober Living Alliance

GREATER BOSTON 
Bay State Community Services 

Bread and Jams 
Cambridge Family YMCA 

Cambridge Multi-Service Center 
Cascap, Inc. 

CASPAR, Inc. 
Catholic Charities St. Patrick’s Shelter 

Center for Social Innovation
Eliot Community Human Services 

Esther R. Sanger Center for Compassion 
Ethiopian Adbar Women’s Alliance

Father Bills & MainSpring 
Harvard Square Homeless Shelter 

Heading Home 
Metropolitan Baptist Church 

Middlesex Human Service Agency 
New Covenant Christian Center 

On the Rise 
Quincy Community Action Programs 

Shelter Legal Services 
ShortStop 

Solutions at Work 
Somerville Homeless Coalition 

Tri-City Community Action Program 

NORTHEAST 
Bridgewell 

Emmaus, Inc. 
Lawrence Community Development Department 

Lowell Transitional Living Center 
Lynn Shelter Association 

Neuro-Rehab Management 
The Psychological Center 

Salem Mission 
Sylvia’s Haven 

Veterans Northeast Outreach Center



Anna Bissonnette
Peter Burns

Th omas Collins
Jack Conway

Dennis Culhane, Ph.D.
Suzanne Kenney

Th omas Lyons
Mary Nee

James O’Connell, M.D.
James Sabitus

Reverend John Samaan
Reverend Jep Streit

Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance
Board of Directors

Chairperson
James Cuddy

Vice-Chairperson
Pamela Feingold

Treasurer
Gerard Vitti

Clerk
Reverend Linda Wood-Boyle

Directors
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Proudly supports 

Massachusetts 
Housing and 
Shelter Alliance

www.hopeFoundboston.org

Recovery  Employment  Housing   Hope

Leading the campaign to
end homelessness

Shepherd

 
 

Thank you to Black 
Nativity and MHSA for 
your commitment to 

ending homelessness. 
 
 

 
 

 

At St. Francis 
House, we believe 
that homelessness 

is an experience, 
not an identity. 

St. Francis House 
39 Boylston Street 
Boston, MA  02184 

617-542-4211 
www.stfrancishouse.org 

www.gtreilly.com

Certifi ed Public Accountants/Business Consultants

Telephone: (617) 912-1900
www.bostonprivatebank.com

We are proud to support the
Massachusetts Housing

and Shelter Alliance
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617.376.2255  |  www.fatherbillsmainspring.org

At Father Bills & MainSpring, we believe nobody should be homeless. 
We assist nearly 2,500 men, women, and children a year with housing, 
prevention, and emergency shelter programs throughout the South Shore 
and in Southeastern, MA. 

We are proud to join MHSA and Black Nativity in the fight to end 
homelessness.

Angel
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Working to end homelessness in Greater  
Boston by providing housing in conjunction 

with effective support services to help change 
the conditions that create homelessness. 

 
www.headinghomeinc.org 

 
 

In solidarity with MHSA’s mission to 
end homelessness. 

Angel
B
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www.bostoncapital.com

Boston Capital 

is proud to sponsor the 

13th Annual Black Nativity 

Benefi t Event.

“It’s always wise to follow a star.”

The Lynnfield Community supports the
Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance and 

fondly remembers Joe King.

The Road Home Is Never 
Long When Traveled 

With Friends.

Wise Pers ons


