












MHSA Accomplishments
ADVOCACY

The passage of Article 87, which moved homeless •	
shelter programs from the Department of 
Transitional Assistance (DTA) to the Department 
of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD), helping to forward housing-based 
solutions to homelessness.

The maintenance of •	 Home & Healthy for Good 
as its own line item (now line item 7004-0104), 
separate from the shelter services line item.  
This ensures a dedicated source of funding 
specifically for permanent supportive housing 
for chronically homeless individuals.  The line 
item retains its emphasis on rigorous program 
evaluation and performance-based outcomes.

PROGRAMMATIC
As of June 2009, •	 388 people were provided 
housing with supportive services through 
Home & Healthy for Good.

The housing retention rate of •	 Home & Healthy 
for Good participants is 84 percent.

The state •	 Office of Medicaid formal analysis of 
Home & Healthy for Good participants’ medical 
billing claims data shows a 67 percent reduction 
in Medicaid costs post-housing, or an annual 
savings of more than $17,500 per person. 
Annual Medicaid costs per person plummeted 
from $26,124 pre-housing to $8,500 post-
housing.

95 percent of •	 Journey to Success tenants have 
remained housed for at least one year after 
program entry

88 percent of •	 Journey to Success tenants have 
maintained or increased their income levels 
since entering the program

HONORS
Mental Health & Substance Abuse Corporations •	
of Massachusetts, Inc. (MHSACM) recognized 
MHSA and its member agencies at its 9th 
Annual Provider Celebration, Progress Through 
Partnerships. The Partners in Public Policy 
Award honored the Massachusetts Coalition 
for Addiction Services, comprised of MHSA, 
Massachusetts Organization for Addiction 
Recovery, Boston Public Health Commission, 
and Massachusetts Association of Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Counselors.

MHSA Physician Advocate and Medical Director •	
of Boston Health Care for the Homeless 
Program’s Barbara McInnis House respite facility 
Jessie M. Gaeta, M.D. received the prestigious 
Be the Change Award in front of an audience of 
5,000 people at the Massachusetts Conference 
for Women, held at The Boston Convention and 
Exhibition Center on December 11, 2008.

OUTREACH
Expanded outreach to faith communities •	
through conferences and educational events 
in Lowell, Kingston, Framingham, Braintree, 
Boston and Newton through Social Action 
Ministries (SAM).

Engaged the next generation of leaders in efforts •	
to end homelessness through various social, 
educational and service events coordinated by 
the MHSA Young Professionals 
Group.


