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Need is housing, not just shelter
December 26, 2007

THE ARTICLE "As city census starts, homeless man dies" (City Weekly, Dec. 19)
highlights a needless tragedy. As a physician treating homeless patients, I also see an
opportunity to focus on permanent solutions to homelessness. Mayor Thomas M.
Menino, a supporter of compassionate government, lamented, "Some folks, no matter
what we do, don't want to come inside."

I have come to understand that shelters can feel dehumanizing and are overwhelming
environments for many people. We simply must offer more than emergency shelter. Like
Laurie, the woman who spoke with Menino, | too would choose to stay outside to avoid
the conditions that I witness in shelters. What should be offered, and what | know my
patients would eagerly accept, is housing with supportive services.

Dozens of formerly homeless people in Boston have successfully moved into supportive
housing through a Housing First approach, and this model should be expanded. Instead of
a plea for people to come into shelter, we would be better armed with additional
supportive housing opportunities funded by state, federal, and private resources.

Emergency shelters are clearly not an effective response for some homeless people. It is
time to adopt supportive housing on a larger scale.

Dr. JESSIE M. GAETA
Boston
The writer is a physician advocate with the Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance.
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And whu, now will 1ead them"

Faalar Aur firsa,
- libe mitan

2007

TR WY MICTIARL FARTLRON

Lz are

harctyh

T |u|-un-|mhunn.. A, mnul—u_l pu.mp et b, Iwngsiin ke 7,
W, prwlrd

PURINTONER AP BN TAT 6 2R KT HEF 10

1t b, s e [

bl e oy
mtah s B e AT s o 1
[ M Y g )

Aot Pty gy heyridrocts i

aarom
3l e Aol vy
s T a2 iy e
e (Bery bniwried then rigpd sk Ms
st B 1, it gy B e et
[

s Bl e e U s 8 b

‘Grass-roots
activists fill void

| within GOP
Huekabee gains amid

| dissirrny of party elites
By Santia Sonrmloer
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Make a mistake, and this mannequm dies in battle
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